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RYAN PRIHTANI A320 090 181 , AUGUST’S ABUSIVE ACT 
REFLECTED IN SARA GRUEN’S WATER FOR ELEPHANTS NOVEL 
(2006): A PSYCHOANALYTIC CRITISISM.RESEARCH PAPER 
MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 2013. 
The research is proposed to analyze how August‟s abusive act  reflected in Water 
for Elephants novel by Psychoanalytic Criticism. There are two objectives: the 
first is to analyze the novel based on its structural elements and technical 
elements, and the second is to analyze the main character's personality using a 
psychoanalytic approach. 
This study is a qualitative study, using Sara Gruen‟s Water for Elephant novel 
2006 as of structural elements, and the secondary data. The primary data source is 
Water for Elephants novel which is written by Sara Gruen , and the secondary 
data are some articles, book of literary and internet related to the subject. The 
method of collecting data in this research is library research by reading some 
related books and articles, accessing internet, taking notes of important parts, 
arranging, and drawing conclusion the data. In analyzing the data, the writer 
employs descriptive analysis.  
The results showed that this novel illustrates how abusive towards fellow human 
beings will make us lose the people we love. One thing that can destroy human‟s 
dreams is abusive. Thus, in order to keep away from abusive acts is caring and 
loving people around.  
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